ACT OF SEPTEMBER 25, 1941

AN ACT to amend section & of the Copyright Act of March 4, 1909,
as amended, so as to preserve the rights of authors during the
present emergency, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That scction 8 of the Act entitled “An Act to amend and
consolidate the Acts respecting copyright”, approved
March 4, 1909, as amended, is hereby amended by
striking out the period at the end of the seetion, inserting
a colon and adding ¢ Provided,”, followed by the following
paragraphs: “ That whenever the President shall find that
the authors, copyright owners, or proprictors of works
first produced or published abroad and subjeet to copy-
right or to rencwal of copyright under the laws of the
United Sthtes, including works subject to ad interim
copyright, are or may have been temporarily unable to
comply with the conditions and formalitics preseribed
with respect to such works by the copyright laws of the
United States, because of the disruption or suspension of
facilities essential for such compliance, he may by procla-
mation grant such extension of time as he may deem
appropriate for the fulfillment of such conditions or
formalities by authors, copyright owners, or proprictors
who are citizens of the United States or who are nationals
of countries which accord substantially equal treatment
in this respect to authors, copyright owners, or pro-
prietors who are citizens of the United States: Provided
further, That no liability shall attach under the Copy-
right Act for lawful uses made or acts done prior to the
effective date of such proclamation in connection with
such works, or in respect to the continuance for onc year
subsequent to such date of any business undertaking or
enterprise lawfully undertaken prior to such date in-
volving expenditure or contractual obligation in connec-
tion with the exploitation, production, reproduction,
circulation, or performance of any such work.

“The President may at any time terminate any procla-
mation authorized herein or any part thereof or suspend

or extend its operation for such.period or periods of time

as in his judgment the interests of the United States may
require.”

Approved, September 25, 1941,

[77th Congress, 1st session.]
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